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School of engineering

Program wrap-up session

Spring 2010
Programs: ME (MC300), EE (EE302), and Grad (MC400)
Course: As Above Course name: Feedback and Control Systems
Instructor: Jeffrey N. Denenberg
1. High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed: Course Lectures, Discussions, Graded Homework and Exams
Homework - level of student response and feedback:  Student effort on homework and feedback generally good
Exams and Projects – level of student response and feedback:  Student effort on Exams with generally good feedback 

Student Attendance and overall Performance:  Attendance was good and Student performance ranged from excellent to OK with the lesser performance being due to some students having limited math skills
Any exceptionally good students? Yes, more than 1          

Any exceptionally poor students?  One student dropped, two others struggled with the math (LaPlace, Complex Numbers, and Logarithms)
2. Problems encountered:

Textbook: We switched to a classic text in “Modern Control Theory” by Dorf which is a good text.
Return on Assignments: No Problems
Instruction method – was it student-centered?  Significant time was spent going over exams and homework assignments.
Have you had the chance to try new methods, e.g. inductive learning? Did it work? We spent class time relating the course content to the student’s daily experience.
Problems with Course prerequisites: There was a wide variation in student Math background/skills
Student feedback: Generally positive
Student Performance, on the average: Good, but varied
Grade distribution:  A’s Through B- but not yet finalized
3. Action steps

State of completion of Course Portfolio: Student work and syllabus in files.  Forms A and F to be done after grades submitted.
Has the course syllabus addressed Goals and Outcomes (as in Form A), and has class time per outcome been allocated as scheduled (Form F)?  Yes
Change course prerequisites? Not Yet Comments*:___________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? No  Comments*: This course was completely updated this semester.
Change course objectives and/or outcomes No Comments*____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*: Add more physical demonstrations of control systems.
Any advice to your fellow faculty?__________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4. instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:  It took some time to get the required software into the class computers.
Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean? Yes
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? A little slow
· use an additional sheet if necessary.
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