DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

WRAP-UP SESSION
Fall 2010


Course: EE 301 Course name:  Systems & Signals I

Instructor:  Ryan Munden


HIGH POINTS OF THE COURSE (“SUCCESSES”):

Pedagogy:  Lecture.  As the 3rd time through the course, the lectures are much improved and much smoother.  I’ve learned what many of the hang-ups are with the material and have an easier time explaining and demonstrating difficult concepts.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Homework:  Those students that completed HW were generally successful in the course.  HW is graded on completeness and timely submission.  Students were also required to use Matlab, which is a very important skill, and for most is the first time they are really learning to use Matlab.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Exams and Projects:  Exams are take-home, 3 total.  They are considered difficult, but many students have completed the exams with A’s.  The final class was a lab class where a Sallen-Key Op-Amp low pass filter was prototyped, measured, simulated, and solved with Matlab.  The students agreed this was a very useful opportunity to make the connection between all of the math and actual circuits.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

Student Attendance and Performance:  Student attendance was very good for most.  Those who attended generally were successful in the course.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other:  _______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________



PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED:

Textbook:  Linear Systems and Signals 2nd ed. By B.P. Lathi.  The text is quite thorough and complete.  When the students take the time to study the text they are generally able to solve all problems with the included information.  It also does a good job integrating Matlab.  The text is a little difficult at first glance, but is understandable when students apply themselves. 

Assignments:  HW required every week.  Essential to student success.  Several students did basically none of the assignments, and as a consequence are failing the course.
______________________________________________________________________________

Instruction method:  Generally students responded positively, many problems needed to be worked on the board, but there were no real problems.  It was a bit difficult to stay on track in the beginning of the semester, but we caught up.
______________________________________________________________________________

Course prerequisites:  EE221 is a REQUIREMENT.  Students that have not taken that course (esp. PT students) should not be allowed to sign-up, unless there are EXTENUATING circumstances.  Three students who had not taken EE221 were badly disadvantaged in the course.
______________________________________________________________________________

Student feedback:  Most students expressed satisfaction with the course, though many wanted even more examples to be worked on the board.  
______________________________________________________________________________

Student Performance:  Several very poor students, and several excellent students.  Brian Herman, Braulio Rodriguez, Alfonso Costagliola, and Janine Cotter are in danger of failing.  
______________________________________________________________________________

Grade distribution:  4-A, 2-B, 3-C, 4-F


ACTION STEPS

Course Portfolio:  Course work scanned into PDF, ready to be collected.

Change course prerequisites? NO  Comments* Students NEED to take prereqs
______________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? NO Comments* Course is thorough and good material
______________________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes? NO Comments*  ___________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement* Trying to incorporate more demos/labs would be nice, but scheduling is very difficult.    ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


INSTRUCTIONAL ENVIRONMENT

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, and inadequate service from staff:  ________________  BNW GR 22 was a fine room for teaching this course, students often want/need space for laptops.  
______________________________________________________________________________

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? N/A
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  N/A

*Use an additional sheet if necessary
