department of Computer engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2009

Course CR246 Digital Design II

Instructor Lyon

High points of the course (“successes”) :

Pedagogy We had a nice mix of lecture/demos this term. A very active learning experience.

Homework There were many homeworks assigned. Students really put out for this course.

Exams and Projects Students built major projects and took all their exams. Grades were generally quite high. Enrollment was strong (15 students).  This was my first time teaching this course and I had to teach myself VHDL and the tools, to keep up. This was really hard, but I think I was able to pull it off.

Student Attendance and Performance Attendance and performance was excellent

___________________________________________________________________________

Other_______________________________________________________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook  The text book was not expository enough, it had been selected by another instructor, who bailed out just before the term began.

Assignments  I have given up using campus facilities and now use yahoo groups for communication to the students.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Instruction method I like to up load lectures and code from the computer to the web site. The computers have a symantec anti-virus system that keep interrupting the class. I switched to a linux-based laptop that I purchased myself. Now all is well with me.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Course prerequisites were met by all

Student feedback________________________________________________________________


Very good

______________________________________________________________________________

Student Performance____________________________________________________________

excellent

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Grade distribution_______________________________________________________________

A’s and B’s

Action steps

Course Portfolio _______________________________________________________________

Change course prerequisites? No Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? No Comments*_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?__No_Comments*____________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*__________________________________________

We really need to allocate some time from kostas’ busy schedule to set up unix and keep computer from crashing. Can we pay him for more hours?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:

Every course needs a little computing support. We never really see Kostas any more (he comes on weekends). This is central to good ped.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? yes

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? no

· use an additional sheet if necessary.

