department of Computer  engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2007

Course   CR310   Course name  Voice and Signal Processing in Java
Instructor  Doug Lyon
High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed Lecture and hands-on programming lab; good equipment setup for both.
Homework    Math problems and Java programs, useful to everyone 

Exams and Projects 1 midtterm, 1 final, several homeworks.  
Student Attendance and Performance: Good.

Other_______________________________________________________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook: Old, needs an update. I need to spend time doing a second edition on this.
Assignments  Students showed up early and worked on the hw. Students came for extra help, when needed. Worked with several on issues involving low-level remedial work on bit-level masking and radix concepts. These should have been covered in undergraduate areas. One student never submitted a HW on time. I understand that this graduate student does this in other courses too. He is an alcoholic and this was brought to the dean’s attention. We chatted about this and I hope things are a bit better now.

I am told that counseling services are not available to graduate students, because they live off-campus. I find this distrubing.

Instruction method  The projects were challenge assignments, I wanted to push the students to see what would happen. Students tried the homework and got stuck. We then spent the class getting them unstuck and they would try again. Very instructive. We explored new areas in financial data mining. Students say that they want more cutting edge server-side java technologies. It is very hard for me to keep up!
Student Performance: Attendance very poor (for one student). Other students came early, with an earlier start time and an earlier end time. Students are generally on time, as a result. 
Grade distribution  2-A’s,   3-B’s,  2-I’s
Action steps

Course Portfolio _______________________________________________________________

Change course prerequisites? _______Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? _______Comments*_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_____Comments*____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*__________________________________________

We need to revise the CS131, CS132, CS232 sequence. I have proposed several versions of new

Syllabi, but have heard nothing from the instructors of those courses.

I wonder why?

______________________________________________________________________________

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, or inadequate service from staff:

Previous instructor would leave room non-functional (projector left on, furniture re-arranged, projector disconnected).

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office?  Yes
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?  No, this is an issue that needs to be addressed in the future. A hookup for an external laptop would help this instructor and keep him from having to disconnect the computer from the display.
