department of ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

wrap-up session
Spring 2006
Course  EE-245/CR-245/PS-211                      Course name:     Digital Design I
Instructor: Jack W. Beal   
High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy:   Expanded use of simulation techniques; MultiSim
Homework:  Additional and more difficult homework; students were not happy
Exams and Projects:    3 regular exams; 2 design projects
Student Attendance and Performance:  Attendance was spotty at best; many students came to class 15 – 30 minutes late.
Student performance was generally fair to poor with only a few doing well; seems to be a lack of motivation or real desire to understand the material.
Other:  Some students would just leave the class at 9:00 pm. 
Problems encountered:

Textbook:  Textbook was fair to good
Assignments:  Some students did not complete assignments on time or at all.  
Instruction method:  Lecture plus transparencies plus PowerPoint.
Course prerequisites: Analog Electronics, General Physics I&II, Calculus I&II for Engineers.  Actually, the catalog lists no prerequisites
Student feedback: They like the material and the “gee whiz” accomplishments of digital design.
Student Performance: Fair to poor
Grade distribution:  Probably:  A – 1, B – 5; C - 4
Action steps

Course Portfolio:  OK
.  

Change course prerequisites?     No    Comments*
Change course content? _No_____Comments* 

Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_No__Comments*  

Recommendations for further improvement* Change course delivery format. The one night per week for three hours is simply not conducive to good learning.  Students forget the material from the previous week; there is no continuity or continuing basis of building the material.  Students start to prepare homework like two-three hours before class and they cannot finish it/.  Students start to prepare for exams about noon on the day of the exam.  They are not prepared; I even gave and open book open notes exam and that was no better. 
The learning environment is simply poor in this one night per week format.
instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:  
This technology classroom (BNW-341) needs a document camera attached to the projectio9n system
Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office?
Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? 
no
· Use an additional sheet if necessary.

