department of ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

wrap-up session
Spring 2006
Course     CR206L                   Course name:     FiberOptics Communications
Instructor:    S. Poultney
High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy:   
Newport Fiber Optic kit brought up to inventory and used successfully for 6 labs.
2 hour, 15 session method used to advantage except Newport experiments require 3 hr.

Split sessions formed for Newport experiments since there is only one station.

Re-arranged order of OPTEL experiments to good effect.
Homework:  

Exams and Projects:    
Biweekly quiz given to emphasize lessons to be retained.
Comprehensive Part II Final Exam.

Practical TakeHome Part I of Final Exam.
Student Attendance and Performance:  
Other:  

Problems encountered:

Textbook:  
Level of Course:

Necessary introductory experiments take away from more advanced topics.

Should these advanced topics (e.g. wavelength division multiplexing) be included in this level course? 
Assignments:  
Students do little prep for Lab.
Instruction method:  
Course prerequisites: 
Need re-examining. Students poorly prepared.
Student feedback: 
Students complain about amount of work (Lab Reports).
Student Attendance and Performance: 
Average to poor

Grade distribution: 

Action steps

Course Portfolio:  

Change course prerequisites?         

 More basic optics.

Basic analog communication and frequency multiplexing.
Change course content?
Necessary introductory experiments take away from more advanced topics.

Should these advanced topics (e.g. wavelength division multiplexing) be included in this level course? 
Change course objectives and/or outcomes?_​​​___Comments*  

Re-examine goal of Fiber-Optics Communication Course. i.e

The balance between fiber-optics and communications
Recommendations for further improvement* 

instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, inadequate service from staff:  

Laboratory space in Bannow essential but Inadequacy of Support (e.g. gaining entry to and locking lab room and cabinets)

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office?

Yes

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion? 

No, inconvenient workarounds used.

* Use an additional sheet if necessary.

