department of Computer  engineering

wrap-up session

Fall 2006
Course ECE420,551,552 Course name _Readings in ECE and Thesis______________________

Instructor ___________Lyon_____________________________________________

High points of the course (“successes”):

Pedagogy employed________________Lecture/Demos/Student Presentation___________

Homework___Weekly__________________________________________________

Exams and Projects _________Midterm and final_____________________________

Student Attendance and Performance: Students did not attend all classes. Performance was not even.
Other_______________________________________________________________________

Problems encountered:

Textbook: Handouts
Assignments: Students do a weekly presentation and are graded using a qualitative analysis form that is filled out by their peers. They submit written assignments too.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Instruction method: Lectures and in-class presentations (by students) along with writing assignments.
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Course prerequisites: ECE420 and one domain.
Student feedback: Excellent.
Student Performance: Varies. Presentation skills improved for all, but some students had problems with nerves. We have made the most pronounced progress with these students.
Grade distribution: A’s and B’s with an occasional C.
Action steps

Course Portfolio: Good.
Change course prerequisites? No. Comments*_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Change course content? Yes. Comments* I would like a guest lecturer on Ethics.
I asked for this last year, but so far, no response.
Change course objectives and/or outcomes? Yes. Comments*____________________________

I need to figure out how to motivate students to think about their thesis ideas. Some students are just drawing a blank.
______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations for further improvement*__________________________________________

This term, I have contacted students to ask for some ideas, well in advance of the start of the term. Also, I posted ideas on the web. Finally, I am asking students to let me know how I can help them refine their ideas, off-line, so that we can move the thesis forward. Student ideas are not improving with time. I think it is important that the instructor be allowed to veto bad ideas, however, this was overridden by the dean. I take exception to that.

A general lack of team spirit seems to exist. One student said “why should I help that student with their project?”. The student in question would not stay for the entire class period when part of the class was allocated to helping another student. Class participation is going to have to be a strong part of the grade, in the future.
instructional environment

Please comment on any problems that were encountered because of inadequacies in the classroom environment, lack of supplies, or inadequate service from staff:

No problems.
______________________________________________________________________________

Were the problems brought to the attention of the Dean’s office? _________________________

Were the problems corrected in a timely fashion?______________________________________

· use an additional sheet if necessary.

